Qaim Amendments: 



Claims 1-19 (Withdrawn). 

20. Please cancel claim 20. 

21. Please cancel claim 21. 

22. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag made of a textile material 
comprising at least one igiutable pyrotechnic charge which is a ssociated to the gas bag 
in such a way that, when the pyrotechnic charge is ign ited, at least one thread of the 
textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of t he pyrotechnic charge The 
dovico according to claim 20, wherein said ignitable pyrotechnic charge is arranged in 
the textile material of said gas bag. 

23. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag made of a textile material 
comprising at least one ignitable pyrotechnic charge which is as sociated to the gas bag 
in such a way that, when the pyrotechnic charge is ign ited, at least one thread of the 
textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of the pyro technic charge ?fee 
device according to claim 20, wherein the pyrotechnic charge is formed as an explosive 
thread, said explosive thread being introduced into the textile material of the gas bag or 
being applied onto the textile material of the gas bag. 

24. (Previously Presented) The device according to claim 23, wherein said explosive 
thread comprises an electrically conductive stranded wire, which is surrounded by an 
explosive covering. 

25. (Previously Presented) The device according to claim 23, wherein said explosive 
thread comprises an electrically conductive stranded wire having an explosive material 
introduced into an interweaving of individual strands. 



26. (Previously Presented) The device accordirig to claim 23, wherein said explosive 
thread comprises a thread made of an electrically conductive explosive material. 

27. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag m ade of a textile material 
comprising at least one ignitable pyrotechnic charge wh ich is associated to the gas bag 



in such a way that, when the pyrotechnic cha rge is ignited, at least one thread of the 



textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of the pyrotechnic charge The 



dcvico according to claim 20, wherein said pyrotechiuc charge comprises a filament and 



an explosive coating, the filament being introduced into the gas bag or applied onto the 
gas bag and the explosive coating being applied onto the gas bag in the region of the 
filament. 



28. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag made of a textile material, 
comprising at least one ignitable pyrotechnic charge wh ich is associated to the gas bag 
in such a way that, when the pyrotechnic charge is ignited, at least one thread of the 
textile material is directiy destroyed by the explosion of t he pyrotechnic charge The 
device according to claim 20, wherein said pyrotechnic charge comprises an explosive 
coating made of an electrically conductive explosive and two connection lines, said 
coating being applied between said two connection lines onto the gas bag such that the 
explosive coating electrically contacts the two connection lines. 

29. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag made of a textile material 
comprising at least one ignitable pyrotechnic charge w hich is associated to the gas bag 
in such a way that, when the pyrotechnic charge is ignit ed, at least one thread of the 
textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of th e pyrotechnic charge The 
device according to claim 20, wherein the pyrotechnic charge is associated to the gas 
bag at an inner side of the gas bag. 

30. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag made of a textile material 
comprising at least one ignitable pyrotechnic charge w hich is associated to the gas bag 
in such a way that, when the pyrotechiuc charge is ign ited, at least one thread of the 
textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of the pyrotechnic charge The 
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device according to claim 20, wherein several ignitable pyrotechruc charges are 
arranged in a parallel connection with common cormection lines. 



31. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag made of a textile material 
comprising at least one ignitable pyrotechnic charge which is associa ted to the gas bag 
in such a way that, when the pyrotechruc charge is igrnted. at least one t hread of the 
textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of the pyrotechnic charg e The 
device according to claim 20, wherein connection lines for the ignitable pyrotechnic 
charge are applied onto the textile material of said gas bag and / or introduced into the 
textile material of said gas bag. 

32. (Currently Amended) A device for venting a gas bag made of a textile material 
comprising at least one ignitable pyrotechnic charge which is associated to the gas bag 
in such a way that, when the pyrotechnic charge is ignited, at least one thread of the 
textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of the pyrotechnic charge ^¥he 
device according to claim 20, wherein a region of the gas bag, in which the pyrotechnic 
charge is associated to the gas bag, is circumscribed by at least one seam. 

33. Please cancel claim 33. 

34. Please cancel claim 34. 

35. (Previously Presented) A passenger restraint system for a vehicle, comprising 

at least one airbag made of a textile material, said airbag having at least one pyrotechruc 

charge associated therewith in such a way that, when the pyrotechnic charge is ignited, 

at least one thread of the textile material is directly destroyed by the explosion of the 

pyrotechnic charge inflator means for inflating said airbag 

a control device for controlling the deployment of said airbag, and 

sensor means for detecting a pressure exerted by the airbag on the passenger, 

wherein said control device triggers the ignition of said pyrotechnic charge based on a 

pressure signal detected by the sensor means when a predetermined threshold value is 

exceeded. 



36. (Previously Presented) The passenger restraint system according to claim 35, 
wherein the control device evaluates the pressure signal of the sensor means according 
to the pressure and /or time. 

37. (Previously Presented) The passenger restraint system according to claim 35, 
wherein the pyrotechnic charge is arranged on the airbag in a region which faces away 
from the passenger when the airbag is deployed. 

38. (Currently Amended) The passenger restraint system according to one of claims 
claim 35, wherein the pyrotechnic charge is designed such that the total area of 
ventilation openings in the airbag conditioned by the ignition of the pyrotechnic charge 
is larger than a total area of outlet openings of the airbag, which permit an escape of the 
gas after the complete defolding of the airbag. 

39. (Previously Presented) The passenger restraint system according to claim 35, 
wherein several pyrotechruc charges are associated to the airbag in different regions 
thereof. 

40. (Currently Amended) The passenger restraint system according to claim 39, 
wherein the sensor means further detects the position of an impact region on the 
airbag, where the airbag exerts a local pressure on the passenger, and wherein, based 
on a position signal detected by the sensor means, the control device triggers the 
ignition of a pyrotechnic charge, which is essentially opposite the impact region with 
respect to the airbag. 

41. (Previously Presented) The passenger restraint system according to claim 35, 
wherein the sensor means comprises at least one sensor, which is arranged on the 
airbag in a region which faces the passenger when the airbag is released. 

42. (Previously Presented) The passenger restraint system according to claim 41, 
wherein the sensor is a force sensor arranged on the airbag. 
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43. (Previously Presented) The passenger restraint system according to claim 42, 
wherein said force sensor comprises at least two electrode structures, which are applied 
onto a textile substrate at a predefined distance, and a layer of a senuconductor material 
which is applied over the electrode structures in an active region of the sensor in direct 
contact with the electrode structures, the layer made of a semiconductor material 
comprising an inner resistance being variable in response to a deformation of the layer. 

44. (Previously Presented) The passenger restraint system according to claim 43, 
wherein the textile substrate comprises the airbag material, the electrode structures 
being directly applied onto the airbag. 



Drawing Amendments 



Applicants are submitting herewith four (4) new sheets of formal drawings 
(Figures 1-10) to replace the informal drawings now on file. Applicants have also 
amended the specification to include reference to the numerical changes made to these 
drawing figures, as suggested by the Examiner. 



